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a state secrets privilege to bar certain ‘‘dis-
coveries’’ of sensitive information, even in 
private litigation. Under the current admin-
istration, that may prove adequate protec-
tion for an ally such as Britain. But given 
his disregard for international co-operation 
it seems reasonable to wonder whether a 
President Trump would ever invoke that 
legal privilege, even on behalf of an allied 
nation. The decision would be completely at 
his discretion. Such is the power of the presi-
dency. 

The Obama White House and the State De-
partment are strongly opposed to Jasta. 
They can see the potential for diplomatic 
damage. They also realise the potential for 
revenge prosecutions in foreign jurisdictions. 
The international banking system means 
that most of the world’s financial trans-
actions are routed through computer servers 
in the U.S. If the U.S. allows lawsuits 
against foreign governments for complicity 
in terrorism, how long before a foreign court 
allows, case against the U.S. for negligence 
over terrorist financing? 

The Senate was mistaken to pass this bill 
and the House of Representatives should re-
ject it. Sadly though, both Mr Trump and 
Hillary Clinton have said they would sign it. 
Doing so would weaken the U.S. and damage 
the special relationship. The world needs 
U.S. leadership and partnership. Jasta would 
only leave us all more isolated. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HARRY REID 
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today I 

wish to pray tribute to a selfless public 
servant, a committed leader, and a 
dear friend: Senator HARRY REID. 

Growing up in the small town of 
Searchlight, NV, Senator REID was no 
stranger to hardship. His father suf-
fered from severe depression and his 
mother worked long hours as a laun-
dress to help support their struggling 
family. The Reids lived in a tiny tin 
shack with no toilet or telephone. They 
had limited access to schools, 
healthcare, and the basic comforts of 
modern life. 

From his hardscrabble youth, HARRY 
developed a fighting spirit that would 
later define his career in public service. 
That spirit was cultivated by his high 
school boxing coach, Mike 
O’Callaghan, who would later become 
Nevada’s 23rd Governor. More than a 
coach, O’Callaghan was a mentor. He 
taught Senator REID his first lessons in 
civics and raised HARRY’s vision of 
what he could accomplish, encouraging 
him to pursue higher education and a 
life in politics. 

Senator REID graduated with a bach-
elor’s degree in political science from 
Utah State University and would later 
earn a law degree from George Wash-
ington University. While still a law 
student, Senator REID worked nights as 
a U.S. Capitol Police officer to pay his 
way through school. Shortly after fin-
ishing his law degree, he returned to 
Nevada where he began climbing the 
ladder of State politics. Senator REID 
served as a city attorney, a State as-
semblyman, a Lieutenant Governor, a 
gaming commissioner, and a Congress-
man before being elected to the Senate 
in 1986. 

Here in the Senate, HARRY distin-
guished himself as a no-nonsense legis-

lator whose unmatched work ethic and 
fiery commitment to principle stood 
out among his peers. As a young boxer, 
HARRY was renowned for being tough 
and tenacious in the ring; as a rising 
Senator, he was equally steadfast and 
determined. 

Having spearheaded the passage of 
several high-profile pieces of legisla-
tion, HARRY quickly won the respect of 
his colleagues and earned a spot on the 
Democratic leadership team. He served 
for many years as the Senate Demo-
cratic leader. But regardless of the 
ranks he has achieved, HARRY’s first 
and foremost commitment has always 
been to the people of Nevada. 

Despite his years in Washington, 
HARRY never actually left Searchlight; 
he simply carries it with him wherever 
he goes. He holds close to his heart the 
painful memory of growing up in a 
dusty mining town with little hope and 
limited opportunity. He embraces the 
harsh experiences of a childhood spent 
living in poverty and draws upon them 
to fuel his work in the Senate today. In 
his decades-long effort to empower so-
ciety’s most vulnerable, he has never 
forgotten where he came from or whom 
he fights for. He has never forgotten 
Searchlight. 

Perhaps this is why he eschews the 
trappings of public office and fre-
quently skips the galas, gaudy dinners, 
and other extravagant affairs that are 
part and parcel of the Washington so-
cial scene. Perhaps this is why he 
avoids television interviews and rarely 
ever spends more than 10 minutes at a 
political fundraiser—because, at the 
end of the day, no matter the titles he 
receives or the awards he is given, he 
will always be that little boy from 
Searchlight. 

Senator REID is among the most 
grounded of legislators. I have always 
had the deepest admiration for his hu-
mility, kindness, and compassion. Al-
though he and I have often disagreed 
on the issues, we have always agreed 
on the values that make life worth liv-
ing: namely, God, family, and service 
to country. Over many decades in the 
Senate, he has served our Nation ex-
ceptionally well. Although he will be 
missed in this Chamber, he has earned 
well-deserved golden years in his be-
loved home State of Nevada. I wish 
HARRY, his wonderful wife, Landra, and 
all the Reid family the very best. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BARBARA MIKULSKI 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today I 
wish to pay tribute to BARBARA MIKUL-
SKI, who is retiring from the Senate 
this year, having spent 40 years serving 
the people of Maryland in Congress. 

Senator MIKULSKI has been a trail-
blazer all her life. She grew up in east 
Baltimore and attended Mount Saint 
Agnes College and the University of 
Maryland School of Social Work. She 
began her career as a social worker and 
community organizer before being 
elected to the Baltimore City Council 
in 1971. In 1976, Senator MIKULSKI won 

election to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, where she served for 10 
years before winning election to the 
Senate in 1986. 

At the time Senator MIKULSKI began 
her Senate service, she was one of only 
two female Senators. Today there are 
20 female Senators. Next Congress 
there will be 21. Senator MIKULSKI has 
served as a role model and mentor for 
many of these leaders. She is the long-
est serving woman in the history of the 
U.S. Congress and retires as an icon for 
many young women who dream of serv-
ing their country in elected office. 

Senator MIKULSKI has been a leader 
for many years on health care, edu-
cation, and veterans’ issues. She is the 
first woman and first Marylander to 
chair the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee, one of the most influential 
committees in Congress. Senator MI-
KULSKI has been a strong supporter of 
our Nation’s space program throughout 
her time in Congress and was instru-
mental in the creation and launch of 
the Hubble and Webb space telescopes. 
She even has a supernova named after 
her—Supernova Mikulski. 

Senator MIKULSKI has fought long 
and hard for the people of Maryland 
and for the issues she believes in. She 
is tenacious and dedicated and knows 
how to get things done. I wish her the 
very best as she moves on to her next 
endeavor. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID VITTER 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today I 
pay tribute to the senior Senator from 
Louisiana, my friend DAVID Vitter. 
Over more than a decade, I have had 
the privilege to get to know DAVID as a 
colleague and a friend. When he retires 
in January, he will be greatly missed. 

DAVID is a New Orleans man, born 
and raised. In his younger years, he 
achieved impressive academic feats, 
graduating from Harvard and earning a 
Rhodes scholarship to study at Oxford. 
As he is fond of telling, after his time 
in England, he applied to three law 
schools—Harvard, Yale, and Tulane— 
and chose to attend the best of the 
three: Tulane. 

Just a few years later, he won a seat 
in the Louisiana House of Representa-
tives. There, he earned a reputation as 
an ethics crusader—a reputation that 
has stuck with him throughout his ca-
reer. Many observers credit him in no 
small part with the transformation of 
his home state’s politics—once fa-
mously dominated by colorful but ethi-
cally questionable characters—and he 
should be rightfully pleased at the 
fruits his efforts bore for the State he 
loves. In Washington, his work to 
strengthen ethics laws at the Federal 
level may not have always made him 
the most popular among his colleagues, 
but they reflect the same spirit of re-
form and willingness to stand up for 
what he believes in that have been the 
hallmarks of DAVID’s career. 

On the legislative front, DAVID has 
been a champion for his conservative 
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values and his beloved Louisiana. Tak-
ing office in 2005, he almost imme-
diately was faced with one of the great-
est crises any senator in my tenure has 
had to confront: Hurricane Katrina. As 
his State has faced Katrina’s devasta-
tion and other natural disasters, 
Louisianans could always count on 
DAVID to deliver for them, no matter 
what. Throughout, DAVID mastered the 
skill of fighting as hard as anyone 
when the situation called for it—as he 
did as the top Republican on the Envi-
ronment and Public Works Committee, 
pushing back against the overreach of 
the EPA—and then turning right 
around and making partners of those 
who were his most entrenched oppo-
nents—as he did by working with lib-
eral Democrats to update the Nation’s 
water infrastructure and pass a once- 
in-a-generation reform of the Nation’s 
toxic chemical laws. 

DAVID’s work in the Senate has pro-
duced an impressive legacy for him and 
for Louisiana. As he embarks on his 
next chapter, I send my best wishes to 
him, his accomplished and lovely wife, 
Wendy, and his four children. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARK KIRK 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today I 
pay tribute to the junior Senator from 
Illinois, my good friend MARK KIRK. I 
know I speak for all of my colleagues 
in expressing gratitude of his service 
on behalf of our Nation. When he leaves 
us in January, we will miss him dearly. 

Senator KIRK was born in Cham-
paign, IL, in 1959 and attended Cornell 
University, where he graduated cum 
laude with a bachelor’s degree in his-
tory. He would later earn a master’s 
degree from the London School of Eco-
nomics and a law degree from the 
Georgetown University Law Center. 
His academic background in law and 
history prepared him for a life in public 
service. 

Senator KIRK first came to Capitol 
Hill as a staffer, working for Congress-
man John Porter of Illinois. He quickly 
rose through the staff ranks to become 
Congressman Porter’s chief of staff be-
fore leaving to take a post at the World 
Bank and, later, at the State Depart-
ment. 

While still working on Capitol Hill, 
MARK also pursued military service, 
joining the U.S. Navy Reserve in 1989 
as an intelligence officer. He was an ac-
tive member of the Navy Reserve for 
the next 24 years, retiring from the 
military with the rank of commander. 
As a Navy officer, MARK’s duties took 
him to conflict zones across the 
world—from the forests of former 
Yugoslavia to the deserts of Iraq and 
the mountains of Afghanistan. For 
more than a decade, MARK continued 
military service while simultaneously 
working as a Congressman in the 
House of Representatives. 

While in the House of Representa-
tives, MARK distinguished himself as a 
prudent member of the Appropriations 
Committee and an expert on foreign 

policy issues. In 2010, he was elected to 
the Senate and quickly set to work the 
following year championing infrastruc-
ture reform that was critical to his 
home State of Illinois. In 2012, MARK 
faced perhaps his most significant 
challenge yet when he unexpectedly 
suffered a stroke that nearly took his 
life and left the left side of his body se-
verely impaired. Rather than be de-
feated, MARK channeled all of his ener-
gies in working towards recovery, 
spending countless hours working with 
physical therapists to regain his abil-
ity to walk. 

What motivated MARK most during 
this difficult period was the desire to 
continue serving the people of Illinois. 
Thanks to MARK’s unrelenting efforts 
and the heartfelt prayers of family and 
friends—including all of his colleagues 
in the Senate—MARK miraculously re-
covered and was able to return to his 
work in the Senate, where he has 
served out the remainder of his term 
with the utmost honor and distinction. 
Senator KIRK offers all of us an unpar-
alleled example of courage amid hard-
ship and grace amid suffering. 

Through his decades of dedicated 
service to our Nation, both here in 
Congress and in the military, Senator 
KIRK represents the very best this Na-
tion has to offer. His integrity, deter-
mination, and fortitude in the face of 
adversity embody the very pinnacle of 
American virtue. Today I would like to 
thank him for his courage, his commit-
ment, and his sacrifice. I wish MARK 
and his family all the best, and I hope 
that he will continue his service to our 
Nation in the years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAN COATS 
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today I 

wish to pay tribute to my friend DAN 
Coats. DAN has twice served the people 
of Indiana as Senator, first in the late 
1980s and 1990s, and again for the past 6 
years. DAN is a man of integrity and a 
leader in the fight against government 
waste. He will be missed. 

Senator COATS was born in Jackson, 
MI, in 1943 and attended Wheaton Col-
lege in Illinois and Indiana University 
School of Law. He served in the U.S. 
Army from 1966 to 1968, during which 
time he deepened his lifelong love of 
our country. 

DAN began his career in politics in 
1976 when he went to work for future 
Vice President Dan Quayle, who at the 
time was serving in the House as a 
Representative from Indiana. When 
Representative Quayle decided to run 
for the Senate in 1980, DAN ran for and 
won Quayle’s House seat. 

DAN served four terms in the House 
before being appointed to the Senate in 
1989 to fill the remainder of Senator 
Quayle’s term after Quayle was elected 
Vice President. DAN served in the Sen-
ate until 1999. He was a leader in tax 
and entitlement reform and provided 
unwavering support to our Armed 
Forces. 

After Senator COATS retired from the 
Senate, President George W. Bush ap-

pointed him Ambassador to Germany, 
where he developed a close working re-
lationship with future Chancellor An-
gela Merkel and oversaw construction 
of a new embassy near the Branden-
burg Gate. 

But DAN soon felt the pull of the Sen-
ate again and decided to return to this 
body in 2010, winning election to his 
old seat. Over the past 6 years, Senator 
COATS has again been a leader in tax 
and entitlement reform and has be-
come well known for his ‘‘Waste of the 
Week’’ speeches, in which he comes to 
the floor to highlight particularly egre-
gious examples of government waste 
and abuse. 

Senator COATS has served the people 
of Indiana well. He has served our 
country well. He has led the fight 
against wasteful spending and helped 
keep our government accountable. I 
wish him, his wife, Marsha, and their 
family the very best. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KELLY AYOTTE 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, in the 
U.S. Senate, seniority is the typical 
route to influence. As Senators serve 
longer, they typically acquire more 
powerful positions, more knowledge of 
how to work the levers of power, and 
more sway over their colleagues. Over 
the course of my time in the Senate, I 
have had the privilege to serve with 352 
other Senators. While in my experience 
the longest serving ones on average do 
indeed tend to make the greatest im-
pact, I have always been most im-
pressed by the rare colleague that 
leaves an indelible mark after only a 
relatively short time in this body. 
KELLY AYOTTE is such a standout. 

KELLY came to this body well pre-
pared to make a difference. As New 
Hampshire’s first—and, so far, only— 
female attorney general, she left her 
mark across a wide swath of law and 
policy, from prosecuting the infamous 
Dartmouth College murderers to suc-
cessfully defending New Hampshire’s 
parental consent law before the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

As soon as she arrived here in 2011, 
the Senator from New Hampshire 
began to make her mark. Within a 
short period of time, publications like 
the New York Times and Politico 
began consistently referring to her as a 
rising star, and in 2012, her name pe-
rennially surfaced as a contender for 
the Republican Vice Presidential nomi-
nation. 

How did KELLY gain such recognition 
so quickly? The answer is simple: 
through good old-fashioned hard work. 
From her first day in the Senate, she 
hit the ground running. The wife of an 
Air Force combat veteran, she joined 
the Armed Services Committee and 
poured her heart and soul into its 
work. It took little time for her to be-
come one of the most powerful voices 
on the committee. On issues as wide 
ranging as protecting our servicemem-
bers from sexual assault to keeping 
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